
 

 
 
 

Media Release 
 

Drakenstein raises water tariffs and approves Level 6B restrictions 

 

EMBARGOED FOR: 15:00 on 31 January 2018 

 

In an effort to avoid a Day Zero disaster situation (when pipes will run dry), the Drakenstein Municipal 

Council today (Wednesday, 31 January 2018) approved the adoption of Level 6B water restrictions as well 

as an increase in water tariffs - effective from 16 February 2018. 

 

The most significant difference is that residents of Drakenstein (Paarl, Wellington, Gouda, Hermon, Saron 

and Simondium) will be allowed a maximum of 50 litres per person per day. This is 37 litres less than under 

the current Level 6 restrictions of 87 litres per person per day. Residential units consuming above 10 500 

litres per month (based on 50 litres per person per day in a household of seven) will be prioritised for 

enforcement and water restrictors will be installed if consumers don’t adhere to these measures.  

 

In addition, the first 6 kilolitres of water per month will no longer be provided for free to all households 

in Drakenstein, but charged at R4.66 per kilolitre. Only indigent households will still receive the free 

monthly 6 kilolitres. 

 

Councillor Conrad Poole, Executive Mayor of Drakenstein, says: “Drakenstein’s point of departure has 

always been that we should encourage our residents to save water while we still have water to save: 

‘Save, preserve, otherwise we’ll run out’ (‘Bespaar, bewaar, anders is dit klaar’). An overall record saving 

of 34% between November 2016 and November 2017 proves the success of this measure. Unfortunately 

we have to increase the tariffs as a means to further motivate people to save more water, and it is in line 

with the Drakenstein Water Disaster Plan.” 



PUNITIVE TARIFFS 
APPLY – HIGH 
WATER BILLS 

The new domestic water tariffs associated with the Level 6B restrictions are: 
 

 

 

In November 2017, Drakenstein consumed 609 006 kilolitres of water - a significant drop of 34% when 

compared to the November 2016 figure of 922 642 kilolitres. Water consumption in Drakenstein has 

also shown a gradual decrease from August 2017 to November 2017.  

 

 
 

“We’ve seen a remarkable decrease in Drakenstein’s water consumption at the end of last year and 

wish to thank our community for their discipline and cooperation. However, our water situation 

remains critical and more than ever we need all hands on deck. We know we can continue to rely on 

our residents and businesses for their support,” says Executive Mayor Poole. 

 

For the full list of Level 6B restrictions and associated tariffs, as well as water-saving tips, visit 

www.drakenstein.gov.za/savewater. Anyone who contravenes the new restrictions could be liable to pay 

a fine of up to R2 500 per contravention, or face imprisonment, or both. Drakenstein Municipality urges 

residents and businesses to continue to report any leaks, pipe bursts and water wastage immediately to 

its Water Services Department at 021 807 4715.  

Monthly consumption: 

Water units in 

kilolitres  

(1 000 litres) 

Former Level 4 water 

tariff per consumed 

unit (Rand) 

New water tariff per 

consumed unit  

(Rand) 

0 - 6 Free 

R4.66 (indigent 

households still free) 

Above 6 - 10 R4.66 R14.60 

Above 10 - 15 R15.54 R36.00 

Above 15 - 30 R72.00 R72.00 

Above 30 - 50 R106.73 R106.73 

Above 50 - 80 R216.58 R216.58 

Above 80 R331.28 R331.26 

http://www.drakenstein.gov.za/savewater


Anyone with information about proven water wastage is asked to call the Municipality’s Reporting Hotline 

Number, 0800 428 429, or send an email to drakenstein@report-it.co.za. Should this information lead to 

the successful criminal prosecution of any person who committed a criminal offense in terms of the 

Drakenstein Municipality by-law, the whistle-blower(s) stand to be rewarded between R20 000 and 

R200 000. 

 

[END] 

 

Issued by:  

Communication and Marketing, Drakenstein Municipality 

 

For more information and media enquiries, contact: 

Riana Geldenhuys, Manager: Communication and Marketing, Drakenstein Municipality, on 

021 807 6390, 082 460 5554 or rianag@drakenstein.gov.za. 
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